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Adding Authorizations to a Multiple Subject Credential

As the holder of a Multiple Subject Credential, you are authorized to teach in a self-contained
classroom. Self-contained classrooms are usually found in elementary schools at the preschool
through sixth grade level, where all subjects are taught by a single teacher to one group of
students. If you are interested in teaching in a specific subject matter area, you may wish to add
an authorization to your credential.

Supplementary Authorizations are added to a Multiple Subject credential, and are based
upon 20 (or 10 upper-division) semester units of coursework in a specific area, and authorize
instruction in a departmentalized classroom in grades 9 and below. Although they may be added
to a California teaching credential, Supplementary Authorizations in the core academic areas of
Art, English, Languages other than English, Mathematics, Music, Science, and Social Science are
not NCLB-compliant.

Subject Matter Authorizations are added to a Multiple Subject credential, and are based upon
32 semester units of coursework in specific areas or a degree major, and are NCLB-compliant in
all areas. Requirements are specific to the academic areas. Introductory Subject Matter
Authorizations authorize the holder to teach the subject matter content in grades 9 and below.
Specific Subject Matter Authorizations authorize the holder to teach the specific subject in
preschool through twelfth grade, and classes organized primarily for adults.

Single Subject Credentials authorize the holder to teach specific subject areas in
departmentalized classrooms for grades 12 and below, and are NCLB-compliant. A Multiple
Subject credential holder can obtain a Single Subject Credential by verifying subject matter
competency (CSET examinations or an approved waiver program), completing EDSS 450 in the
academic area, and completing an application for the credential. Approval of the Single Subject
Program is required to enroll in EDSS 450.

See the chart on the opposite side for specific information. There may be additional
requirements for certain academic areas of Subject Matter Authorizations.

To request an evaluation for an added authorization, submit the following to the Credential
Center:

1. Added Authorization Evaluation Request

2. $25 University fee

3. Official transcripts if needed (transcripts of any coursework taken for the authorization
after you received your credential from CSU, Long Beach, or all applicable transcripts if
you received your credential over five years prior.

You will receive an evaluation in the mail, with instructions on applying for the credential if you
qualify.
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