
California State University, Long Beach 
1250 Bellflower Blvd. 

Long Beach, CA  90840-2201 
College of Education 

Office of Graduate Studies and Research 
ED-1, Room 7    (562) 985-8476 

 
M.A. Education:  Option in Librarianship 

And Teacher Librarian Services Credential 
 

University Application Procedures/Deadlines  
The Librarianship program accepts applications for both fall and spring semesters.  You may apply to the University by 
submitting an application for graduate admission to the Office of Enrollment Services.  The University begins accepting 
applications after December 1 for fall admission, and August 1 for spring.  Enrollment Services requires one set of official 
transcripts from all colleges and universities attended.   
 
Deadlines for applying to the University are:  October 1 for spring admission   
       April 1 for fall admission 
 
If you have questions regarding University admissions procedures, please contact Enrollment Services at (562) 985-5471.  
The University application may be accessed online at www.csumentor.edu.   Once you have submitted your application, 
you may call (562) 985-1887 for information regarding the status of your application.        
 
Program Application Procedures/Requirements/Deadlines 
 
The Librarianship program requires a separate supplemental application.  All of the materials required for this application 
are to be submitted as ONE COMPLETE PACKET to the Office of Graduate Studies and Research (ED1-Room 7) by 
the program application deadline. 
 
Deadlines for applying to the Program are:  October 1 for spring admission 
       April 1 for fall admission 
 
Program Application Requirements 

1) The Librarianship Program Admission Application (see attached) 
2) Resume 
3) Personal statement describing your educational and experiential background and professional goals 
4) Three Letters of Recommendation 
5) One set of official transcripts (photocopies are not acceptable) showing at least the last 60 semester or 90 quarter 

units of course work taken.  The College of Education requires a minimum G.P.A. of 3.0. 
6) Copy of teaching credential and Passing CBEST score (for Credential Students Only). 
7) Interview with advisor. 

 
Writing Proficiency Exam (WPE)  
All master’s degree students must take the WPE during the first semester in residence.  Students who have met the WPE 
requirement during their baccalaureate degree program at CSULB or at another CSU campus are exempt from retaking 
the WPE as a graduate student.  Credential Only students are not required to take this examination.  For more information, 
or to request a WPE registration packet, please contact CSULB Testing and Evaluation Services at (562) 985-4007. 
 
Advancement to Candidacy 
Please note that initial acceptance to the University is conditional; full admission to a master’s degree program occurs 
once you are advanced to candidacy.  Advancement to candidacy signifies approval of a plan of study by your department 
and the College of Education, and grants you assurance of Catalog rights as a formal graduate student in a program.  The 
Catalog published in the academic year in which you are advanced to candidacy governs the course of your program.  An 
application for candidacy should be submitted following completion of six units of the program. 



California State University, Long Beach 
College of Education 

Educational Psychology, Administration, and Counseling Department 
Librarianship Program 

 
Program Coordinator: 

Dr. Lesley Farmer 
(562) 985-4509 lfarmer@csulb.edu 

Program website: http://www.csulb.edu/lmt 
 
Are YOU interested in learning more about the professional credential/Masters Program 

that will allow you to work as a Teacher Librarian in California?  The questions below 
reflect the most common issues: 

 
Why do I need another credential? 
The Teacher Librarian Services credential allows you to be a Teacher Librarian (TL) in any K-12 school in California.  
You MUST have a California teaching credential to be eligible for this professional credential. 
 
Where can I earn the Teacher Librarian Services Credential? 
Six colleges and university offer this credential in California; three of these are located in Southern California: CSULB, 
Azuza Pacific and CSU Fullerton (an off-campus extension program of San Jose State University).  The Long Beach 
program provides courses on-campus, in the San Fernando Valley, and online. 
 
May I transfer class credits from one credential program to another? 
CSULB will accept transfer credits from any of the accredited TL credential programs in California, and may accept 
transfer credits from library media programs in other states (though not through the University of Phoenix).  If transferring 
from our program to another, you will need to check with that college or university as to how many CSULB units they 
will accept.  For the MA program, only 6 units of coursework can be brought in from another university.  At least 24 units 
at the 500/600 level must be taken through regular enrollment here at CSULB. 
 
How long does it take to get the TL Services Credential? 
Generally, the TL Services credential program at CSULB offers one class each semester (usually Saturdays 8:30am – 
5:00pm or online).  Nine courses (28 units) are required for the credential.  Field experience is typically scheduled in 
schools near the student’s home or work setting. 
 
What about the Emergency Teacher Librarian Services Permit? 
TL Services Credential Program Coordinators are not allowed to sign these annual renewal forms;  they must be signed by 
staff in the CSULB Credential Processing Center (ED1-Room 42, (562) 985-4109).  Requirements include: (1) admission 
to the CSULB TL Services Credential Program; (2) completion of at least 6 units of coursework toward the credential 
since your last annual renewal.  You may be asked to show an official transcript if courses were not taken at CSULB. 
 
Why enroll in the Master’s degree and is it required for the credential? 
The Master of Arts in Education, Option in Librarianship degree is not required for the California Teacher Librarian 
Services credential.  The credential and master’s program offered at CSULB is specifically for K-12 settings.  However, if 
you seek library employment outside of the K-12 setting, it will require a master’s degree from a college/university 
accredited by the American Library Association.   
 
What are the requirements for the Master of Arts in Education, Option in Librarianship? 
Most applicants earn a credential simultaneously while pursuing the master’s degree.  The credential and master’s degree 
program requirements overlap, leaving only three (3) additional course requirements for completing the master’s degree.  
The additional coursework will take approx. 1 year to complete. 
 ELIB 500 Foundations of Information 
 EDP 520 Research Methods in Education (EDP 400 – prerequisite course) 
 EDP 697 Directed Research and Comprehensive Exam  OR 
 EDP 698 Thesis 



MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION 
Option in Librarianship 

And 
Teacher Librarian Services Credential 

(Major Code ED_PMA06) 
www.csulb.edu/lmt 

 
Prerequisite: A current valid basic teaching credential (multiple subject, single subject, or special education) 
and completion of a bachelor’s degree; passage of CBEST. 
  (For questions regarding this prerequisite requirement, see the program advisor.) 
 
PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS (36-40 Total Units) 
 
A minimum of 36 units is required, with at least 21 units in the 500/600 level series taken in residence (not 
through Extension) at this University.  In consultation with the advisor, a comprehensive examination or thesis 
is selected. 
   
   
 All of the following (21 units): 
  ELIB 500   Foundations of Information  
  ELIB 510  Selection of Materials and Information Sources 
  ELIB 520  Information Literacy and Reference Services 
  ELIB 540  Organization of Information 
  ELIB 550  Management of Information Organizations 
  ELIB 570  Library Media Technologies OR ETEC 523 OR PPA 521 (See Catalog) 
    EDP 520  Research Methods in Education OR  EDP 595 Qualitative Research  
 
 Electives – 9 units  See program advisor for elective choices 
 
 The following (3 - 4 units): 
  ELIB 580  Field Experience in Libraries OR 
  ETEC 580  Field Experience in Educational Technology 
 
 One of the following chosen in consultation with the faculty advisor: 
    EDP 697  Directed Research (3 units) 
       And Comprehensive Examination 
    OR 
    EDP 698  Thesis (6 units) 
 

For further information, please contact Dr. Lesley Farmer, Program Coordinator. 
(562) 985-4509    E-mail: lfarmer@csulb.edu 



California State University, Long Beach 
College of Education 

 
MA in Education, Option in Librarianship 

Teacher Librarian Services Credential 
Program Admission Application 

 
Academic Goal (check one): 
_____ Teacher Librarian Services Credential ONLY 
_____ MA in Education, Option in Librarianship AND Credential 
_____ MA in Education, Option in Librarianship ONLY 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________ SS# ________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________  
  Street     City/State   Zip Code 
 

Home Telephone: ______________________________ Work Telephone: ______________________________ 

E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

College/University History: 

Please list all previous college/university attendance, major, and years attended: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Credential Status: 

Which current valid California Teaching Credential do you possess? 

General _____     Standard _____     Single Subject _____     Multiple Subject _____      None _____ 

Grade levels and subject areas of your credential: _________________________________________________ 

Other valid Credentials: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Current Professional Status: 

Position Title: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

School/Office: ___________________________________ Employer/District:___________________________ 

Have you passed the California Basic Educational Standards Test (CBEST)? ____________________________ 

 
Submit the following attachments along with this application form in ONE COMPLETE PACKET to the CSULB 
Office of Graduate Studies and Research (ED 1, Room 7, 1250 Bellflower Boulevard, Long Beach, CA 90840-2201) by 
October 1 for Spring Admission or by April 1 for Fall admission: 

• Resume 
• Personal Statement 
• Three Letters of Recommendation 
• Copy of Teaching Credential and CBEST (credential only students) 
• Official Transcripts showing 60 semester/90 quarter units completed 
• Self-addressed stamped postcard if you want to receive confirmation your application was 

received 


